HOPE OF
THE POOR

Lives can be
changed by

ONE

Encountery

Top Left: (2022) Maggie and Abby Gahan spend time with one of the many children who live at the dump with their family. |

(2022] Jack Timoney (with Fr. Kain’s brother Wyatt looking on) holds Jenny, a 5 year old with Down’s Syndrome who stole
everyone’s heart. There are no publicly funded services for special needs children in Mexico, so Jenny and her parents (who live at
the dump) are on their own. Abortion is more often seen as the solution in these cases. Top right: (2019) Betty Betzen (with Joan
Matulka looking on) receives a thank you hug from one of the families from the dump who received one of our “care packages”.
Center left: (2022) Melissa Yindrick poses with one of the people she ministered to on the street. Center: Juan Diego’s tilma with
the actual image of our Lady of Guadalupe as displayed at the Basilica. Center right (2020) Jessica Miller comforts Derek when he
was frightened by a ride that was “demasiado rapido” (i.e. too fast). Lower left (2019) Vickie Kerkman (with Connie Novacek)
hugging the little boy whose name we thought was “Caballo”, only to find out that “caballo” is Spanish for “horse” and he was telling
her that he wanted her to give him a horsie back ride! Bottom right (2022) Fr. Kain gives the homily at Mass said at the chapel at
one of the dump communities while Craig translates for the Spanish speaking.



| have participated in three parish missions with Hope of the Poor to Mexico City. These mission trips have been fairly
brief—five to six days. During these experiences, our groups have encountered many people who have suffered and are suffering
cruel injustices that are very painful to see and hear about, much less actually endure. I'm afraid that | could go on for quite a
few paragraphs describing evils that prior to my mission experiences, sheltered within the secure confines of Butler County,
Nebraska, | wasn’t even sure really existed. One may ask (and | asked myself initially), “Can we possibly do any good for suffering
people in such a short period of time as five or six days? Is it possible to change another person’s life in ONE encounter?”

Sandra is one of the people from Mexico City whose life has been saved through Hope of the Poor. We have come to
know her well through our mission trips. She has spoken to our group each time we’ve been on mission. | have heard her tell
the story of her life three times; | have cried each time | have heard it. In her early life she endured being orphaned, being
abused by relatives, being human trafficked, living on the streets, bearing children as a homeless teenager and trying to keep
those children safe on the streets. Sandra eventually encountered Craig Johring and Hope of the Poor. Because of this meeting,
she now lives in a secure apartment, takes in orphaned children, knows the love of Jesus, and helps Hope of the Poor to minister
to street people and people who live in the dump. Every time she talks to our groups she emphasizes this message: “Just your
being here is proof to us that God exists and that God loves us. If you did not carry the real love of God in your hearts, you would
never think to come and spend time here with us. You being here gives everyone here hope.”

| have thought about Sandra’s words every single day since the first time that | heard them. How humbling those words
arel My mere presence may be enough to give hope to someone who has suffered more than one can imagine! My mere
presence may be proof to someone that God loves them!....Not the food | might bring or the money | might give or even the
words | might speak—MY PRESENCE can bring hope and knowledge of God’s love! How many times have | underestimated the
impact of my being truly present to another person? How many times have | not considered the change that one encounter
with someone could bring about for them? That realization has changed my life—not only my life when | am working with Hope
of the Poor, but my life every day. There is no way that we can know how lives might be changed through one encounter with
another person; we are missionaries every day.

During our last mission trip, our group spent a lot of time with another incredible young lady, Joselyn, and her two
children Camila and Julio as they helped us serve the street people and the people at the dump. Previously, Joselyn and her
children lived with Camila and Julio’s father who was abusive to her. Joselyn endured the abuse this man doled out to her, but
when he began to abuse their children, she had to leave to protect them. Because she had no support of family or friends, she
found herself and her kids on the streets. This is where they lived for over 18 months. | would have to describe Joselyn as having
the heart of a true mother; even though they were living on the streets, her first concern was for her kids’ wellbeing. She never
succumbed to pressure to use drugs; she knew how much more vulnerable this would make her and her kids. Because she knew
predators would eventually prey upon them if they stayed in one spot, she made sure they were constantly on the move. One
day she encountered Craig and Hope of the Poor. Craig was able to use last year’s Lenten Hope of the Poor donations from St.
Mary’s to get Joselyn, Camila and Julio off of the streets and into the safety of an apartment. Joselyn told her story to us through
tears and expressed gratitude for our donations.

“A mi me lo hiciste.” That is the mantra of Hope of the Poor. It literally (with Spanish syntax) means “To me you did it,”
referencing Matthew 25:40: “Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did it for me.”
Through our experiences with Hope of the Poor, | have come to more tangibly realize that not only can a single encounter
change a life; a single encounter can and does change TWO lives—the life of the person that | am encountering AND my life.

(Photo on left): Camila, Joselyn, Julio, and Craig. (Center photo): Fr. Kain, Camila, Joselyn, Julio, and Fr. Holdren. (Photo on
right): Sandra, Melissa and Joselyn.
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March 6, 2022— First Sunday in Lent
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